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News Release

FEMA WEEKLY UPDATE
FEMA REGISTRATION DEADLINE JUST TWO WEEKS AWAY

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — If you were flooded during the recent storms in Tennessee, don't wait any
longer to register with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for disaster assistance.

July 6 is the deadline for those affected by the severe storms and flooding that struck Tennessee
from April 30 to May 18.

If you have received a loan application from the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), you
must fill it out and return it by July 6 to be eligible for some forms of federal assistance.

You do not need to wait for an insurance settlement to apply for help.

"Time is running out. We want everyone who had damages from the recent storms and flooding to
register,” said Federal Coordinating Officer Gracia B. Szczech. "You can't get assistance unless you
take that initial step."

SBA loans are the largest source of disaster funds to repair or replace damaged or destroyed personal
property or for making substantial repairs or rebuilding damaged structures to their pre-disaster
condition.

You can register for assistance online by visiting www.DisasterAssistance.gov. You can apply for
assistance, ask questions or check on the status of an application by dialing FEMA's Helpline at
800-621-FEMA (3362) or (TTY) 800-462-7585. The toll-free numbers are available from

7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Help in all languages is available.

FEMA AND TEMA REMIND TENNESSEANS TO USE COMMUNITY FACEBOOK PAGE
FOR DISASTER RECOVERY INFORMATION

FEMA and the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) want to remind everyone that

there is an online hub through Facebook for collaborative information-sharing about the response
and recovery from severe weather and flooding in Tennessee.

(MORE)


http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
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“As we work together to rebuild, Facebook is one more way to help Tennesseans find and share
information to help guide them through the recovery process. It’s a platform where everyone in the
community can share important information,” said Gracia B. Szczech, FEMA’s Federal
Coordinating Officer.

This site will be available throughout the state’s long-term recovery process.

The webpage, www.facebook.com/TNDisasterInfo, hosts an online community where those affected
by the Tennessee disaster and those active in the response and recovery can share information.

FEMA, TEMA, and their federal, state, local and voluntary agency partners are posting recovery tips
and updates, including details on how to access disaster assistance, information about volunteer
opportunities and other recovery activities.

FEMA also has predesigned widgets that are available to carry information to the public. These tools
include direct links to information such as how to apply for assistance, Tennessee flood resources
and more.

If you would like to put the Tennessee Flood Recovery widget on your Web site, go to
http://www.fema.gov/help/widgets/ for the information your web team or webmaster needs to add it
to your site.

FEMA is also providing links to disaster resources and information through Twitter. Follow the
recovery at www.twitter.com/FEMARegion4.

TENNESSEE’S PRIVATE SECTOR PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN
DISASTER RECOVERY

When storms and record-setting flooding struck this spring, residents readily reached out to help one
another, emphasizing once again why Tennessee is known as the “Volunteer State.” Along with
thousands of volunteers from across the state, members of the private sector community jumped in
to lend a helping hand.

With the assistance of FEMA, a major outreach initiative to the private sector was organized.
Hundreds of businesses, chambers of commerce and nonprofit organizations offered their
communications resources to educate and encourage Tennesseans affected by the disaster to register
for assistance.

Within weeks, some of Tennessee’s largest associations and businesses, including Cracker Barrel,
Gaylord Entertainment, Upper Cumberland Electric Membership Corp., and the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers, found creative ways to communicate critical information to
community members and thousands of their employees, families and friends. Initiatives included:

(MORE)


http://www.facebook.com/TNDisasterInfo
http://www.fema.gov/help/widgets/
http://www.twitter.com/FEMARegion4
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e Tennessee Titans players starred in three public service announcements highlighting how to
register with FEMA and prepare for a disaster;

e Lamar Advertising featured the 800-621-FEMA helpline on eight electronic billboards along
major freeways free of charge, reaching 371,000 people each day;

¢ Regal Cinemas ran registration messages on its Lobby Entertainment Network of plasma
screens in lobbies of three Nashville locations;

¢ NASCAR broadcast announcements encouraging viewers to register and posted disaster
assistance information on the speedway’s giant electronic billboard;
Graffiti Indoor Advertising posted registration information in eight locations; and
Advertising Vehicles posted internal disaster registration banners inside 50 Nashville MTA
buses.

Follow the recovery in Tennessee online at http://twitter.com/tema, www.twitter.com/femainfocus,
http://www.facebook.com/TNDisasterInfo, www.youtube.com/fema and
http://www.flickr.com/photos/t e m_a.

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA and TEMA do not endorse any non-
government websites, companies or applications.

FEMA'’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work
together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to,
recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, religion, nationality, sex,
age, disability, English proficiency or economic status. If you or someone you know has been
discriminated against, call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-FEMA (3362). For TTY call 800-462-7585.

FEMA'’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and
dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA
loan. However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers
to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and
moving and storage expenses.
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